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the Senate advise and consent to the
nomination of Thomas M. Durkin, of
Illinois, to be United States District
Judge for the Northern District of Illi-
nois?

The nomination was confirmed.

VOTE ON NOMINATION OF FERNANDO M. OLGUIN

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
nomination of Fernando M. Olguin, of
California, to be United States District
Judge for the Central District of Cali-
fornia?

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are made and laid upon the
table. The President will be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous, the Senate will resume
legislative session.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that we now pro-
ceed to a period of morning business,
with Senators allowed to speak for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS
DAY

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I
rise today in recognition of Inter-
national Human Rights Day. Sixty-
four years ago this past Monday, on
December 10, 1948, the United Nations
General Assembly adopted the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights.
This declaration enunciates a doctrine
that serves as a foundation for human
rights initiatives internationally and
as an enduring guide for human rights
advocates around the globe.

On this annual celebration of Inter-
national Human Rights Day, human
rights defenders, champions of democ-
racy, promoters of civil rights, and ad-
vocates of free speech across the globe
can also be encouraged by Congress’s
recent passage of landmark human
rights legislation. Last week, the Sen-
ate passed the Sergei Magnitsky Rule
of Law Accountability Act, which the
House passed in September in conjunc-
tion with approving permanent normal
trade relations for Russia.

The Magnitsky Act was inspired by
the tragic case of Sergei Magnitsky, a
37-year-old Russian lawyer who uncov-
ered massive corruption in Russia and
then was arrested for his whistle-
blowing. Magnitsky died in 2009 after
suffering torturous conditions in pre-
trial detention. Those implicated in
the corruption Magnitsky exposed and
those responsible for his torture and
death have not been brought to justice,
and some have even been decorated and
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promoted. The Magnitsky Act goes be-
yond the specific violators in this case
to prohibit all gross violators of human
rights in Russia from traveling to the
United States and from using our fi-
nancial system.

President Obama is now poised to re-
affirm our Nation’s commitment to
universal human rights by signing the
Magnitsky Act into law. With the
stroke of a pen, the President will set
a new global standard that other na-
tions are sure to follow. The act sets a
precedent that can be applied to human
rights abusers around the world, and I
am committed to working with my col-
leagues in the next Congress to apply
the Magnitsky sanctions globally.
Human rights violators from Kinshasa
to Beijing are now on notice that the
United States stands in solidarity with
those whose rights are trampled and
will deny the legitimizing privileges of
travelling to our country and accessing
our financial system to those who vio-
late fundamental freedoms.

The United States remains the global
leader in promoting and protecting
human rights, but we need to do more.
We need to ensure that women across
the world have the liberty to determine
the course and scope of their own lives
and futures and that they have the
tools to achieve their full potential.
The horrific and cowardly attempt by
assassins to silence the brave leader-
ship of 1b-year-old Malala Yousufzai
must not be left unchallenged. We
must take up her cause—the education
of girls and women—and support both
that goal and its advocates, and we
must redouble our efforts to protect
the rights of ethnic, linguistic, and re-
ligious minorities, from the Christians
in Egypt to the Roma population in
Europe.

As the legendary Nobel laureate Elie
Wiesel has said, ‘“Wherever men and
women are persecuted because of their
race, religion, or political views, that
place must—at that moment—become
the center of the universe.” This Inter-
national Human Rights Day, the U.S.
Congress sends a strong message to
human rights defenders around the
world that we stand in solidarity with
them as they dare to stand up to injus-
tice and oppression.

————
RECOGNIZING CHOBANI YOGURT

Mr. RISCH. Madam President, my
colleague, Senator MIKE CRAPO, joins
me in recognizing the opening this
month of the Chobani Yogurt produc-
tion facility in Twin Falls, ID.

This facility, Chobani’s first in
Idaho, will be capable of producing 4.2
million cases of yogurt per week at full
capacity. All of the milk used to
produce the yogurt will come from
Idaho dairy farms and at the peak of
production will use millions of pounds
of milk a day.

The 950,000-square-foot production fa-
cility was constructed by more than
1,000 workers and will employ between
400 and 500 people next year. More than
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300 new jobs have already been created
in Twin Falls. It was built at a cost of
$450 million and is now the largest yo-
gurt plant in the world.

From its founding in 2005, the
Chobani company started with 5 em-
ployees and now has more than 1,800
employees worldwide, with more than
1,600 in the United States. Their found-
er and CEO, Hamdi Ulukaya, is an
American success story, having immi-
grated to the United States from Tur-
key in 1994.

Like many businesses in Idaho,
Chobani will be involved in local chari-
table work. Chobani’s biggest impact,
however, will be in providing well-pay-
ing jobs and economic growth through
manufacturing a delicious and healthy
product available throughout the coun-
try.

Chobani recognized the many bene-
fits to locating in Idaho—among them
the quality milk produced by our Idaho
dairy families, a commonsense regu-
latory environment and hard-working
Idahoans who will make the facility a
great success.

Senator CRAPO and I also recognize
the many entities that worked with
Chobani to make their opening a re-
ality. Elected officials from Twin Falls
County and the City of Twin Falls
worked tirelessly on the project, as did
the Southern Idaho Economic Develop-
ment Organization. The Twin Falls
Chamber of Commerce and the Twin
Falls Urban Renewal District also
played a major role in the effort. The
State of Idaho and its Department of
Commerce helped in the process, and
the end result is not only the direct
jobs at Chobani, but also a multiplier
effect of more than 3,000 additional jobs
in the State.

Today, we congratulate Chobani on
the opening of their new plant and sa-
lute all of the partners and community
leaders on a job well done. We welcome
Chobani to the great State of Idaho.

—————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING CARMEN
WARSCHAW

e Mrs. BOXER. Madam President,
today I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Carmen Harvey Warschaw,
the great California philanthropist and
political leader who died at age 95 on
election day, a week after she had
made sure to vote by mail. Carmen was
a trusted mentor, adviser, and dear
friend to me, and I will miss her.

Carmen Harvey was born in Los An-
geles in 1917. Her parents had immi-
grated to America from Lithuania, and
her father founded the Harvey Alu-
minum Company. Carmen grew up in
La Canada, graduated from the Univer-
sity of Southern California, and mar-
ried Louis Warschaw, her high school
sweetheart.

From an early age, both Carmen and
Lou were active in the California
Democratic Party. Throughout the
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